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Senor Licenciado Don Alfredo Chavero died in the City of 
Mexico, October 24, 1906. 

Senor Chavero was beyond question the dean of Mexican 
archeologists ; but not only as an archeologist was he prominent — 
he was a lawyer of eminence, an active politician, a man of affairs, 
a brilliant orator, and a successful writer. 

Born in the City of Mexico, February i, 1841, Alfredo Chavero 
began the active practice of law in his native city at the early age 
of twenty years, and in the year of his majority, i'862, was elected 
a deputy to Congress. He was a liberal in politics, and was associ- 
ated with President Juarez during the period of the French invasion 
of Mexico under Maximilian. After the fall of the empire, in 1867, 
he entered journalism, thus beginning his career as a man of letters. 
Not being in sympathy with the administration of President Lerdo de 
Tejada, he went to Europe, returning when Lerdo de Tejada's term 
of office ceased, and serving under the new administration as sub- 
secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1871 he became 
governor of the Federal District, and for many years, until his death, 
was a member of the Chamber of Deputies, over which he presided 
at various times. He was long regarded as the most brilliant 
speaker in that body. 

Notwithstanding the demands of his political offices, Seiior 
Chavero found time to devote attention to numerous educational, 
administrative, and judicial organizations. He was professor of 
administrative law in the School of Commerce, a member of the 
commission that formed the commercial code, a director of the 
School of Commerce and of the College of Peace, Comptroller of 
the National Bank, a member of the permanent Arbitration Board 
at the Hague, a member of the Pan-American Congress held in 
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Mexico, the perpetual secretary of the Statistical and Geographical 
Society of Mexico for more than forty years, the director of the 
National Museum of Mexico in 1903, and the holder of various other 
positions of national importance. Sefior Chavero was a founder of 
the American Anthropological Association, and a member of the 
editorial board of the American Anthropologist from the time it be- 
came the Association's official organ. He was also a member of 
the Societe des Americanistes de Paris and of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, and a corresponding member of the Real Academia 
Espafiola de la Historia. He was president of the Mexican dele- 
gation to the Thirteenth International Congress of Americanists 
held at New York in 1902, and was one of the speakers on the sub- 
ject of archeology at the International Congress of Arts and Sci- 
ences held at the Saint Louis Exposition in 1904. On both of 
these occasions he made many warm friends in this country by his 
genial and courteous manner. 

Notwithstanding the many duties which Senor Chavero was called 
on to perform as a leading man of affairs, he found time to exer- 
cise his talent as a historian and an archeologist, and even to enter 
the field of dramatic literature. He was among the first students 
of modern times to make a careful comparative study of the Mexican 
calendar system, and it is due to his activity that the works of 
Duran, Ixtlilxochitl, and Camargo have been published. The fol- 
lowing is a fairly complete list of Senor Chavero's anthropological 
publications : 

Calendario Azteca. (Appendix to Diccionario Geografico Estadistico de 
la Republica Mexicana, Tomo III, entrega 108, Mexico, 1875.) 

Calendario Azteca : Ensayo Arqueologico. 2d ed., Mexico, 1876. 

Sahagun, Estudio. Mexico, 1877. 

Explicacion del Codice Geroglifico de Mr Aubin. (Appendix to His- 
toria de las Indias de Nueva Espaiia, by Duran, Tomo II, Mexico, 
1880.) 

La Piedra del Sol : Estudio Arqueologico. (Anales del Museo Nacional, 
Mexico, 1 8 80- 1 90 1.) 

Mexico a Travis de los Siglos. Tomo I, Historia Antigua y de la Con- 
quista. Barcelona, 1884. 

Antiguedades Mexicanas. (Text, with an explanation of the Lienzo of 
Tlaxcala, Mexico, 1892.) 
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Los Dioses Astronomicos de los antiguos Mexicanos. (Appendix to In- 

terpretacion del Codice Borgiano, by J. L. Fabrega. Anales del 

Museo Nacional, Mexico, 1900.) 
Pinturas Jeroglificas. Two parts. Mexico, 1900-01. (The original 

codex reproduced by Seiior Chavero in Part 2 was presented by him 

to the American Museum of Natural History at the time of meeting 

of the International Congress of Americanists at New York, 1902.) 
Calendario 6 Rueda del Ano de los Antiguos Indios. Estudio Crono- 

logico. Mexico, 1901. 
Calendario de Palemke : Los Signos de los Dias. Mexico, 1902. 
Palemke Calendar : The Signs of the Day. (Transactions International 

Congress of Americanists, New York, 1902.) 
Calendario de Palemke: Los Signos de las Veintenas. (Anales del 

Museo Nacional, Mexico, 1903.) 
Apuntes Viejos de Bibliografia Mexicana. Mexico, 1903. 
El Monolito de Coatlinchan. (Anales del Museo Nacional, Mexico. 

Also separate edition, 1904.) 
Bibliographic Notes on Morfi, Vega, Tovar, Veytia. (Anales del Museo 

Nacional, Mexico, 1903, 1904, 1905.) 
Editor of — 
Obras Historicas de Don Fernando de Alva Ixtlilxochitl. Two volumes. 

Mexico, 1892. 
Historia de Tlaxcala, by Camargo. Mexico, 1892. 

American students always found it a great pleasure to meet 
Seiior Chavero, especially in his home in Mexico, surrounded by the 
books relating to Mexican history which he loved and knew so well. 
In his death American archeology and early history have lost one 
of their oldest and most devoted workers. 

Marshall H. Saville. 



